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Athelstan Spilhaus 
" I have suggested the establishment of 
‘sea-grant colleges' in existing universities 
that wish to develop oceanic work . . .  

These would be modernized parallels of 
the great developments in agriculture 

and the mechanic arts which were 
occasioned by the Land-Grant Act of 
about a hundred years ago . . .  

Establishment of the land-grant colleges 

was one of the best investments this 
nation ever made. That same kind of 
imagination and foresight should be 
applied to exploitation of the sea." – 
Science, 1964 
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1966 – National Sea Grant College Program Authorized in Legislation 



Sea Grant’s Mission 
 “Enhance the practical use and conservation of 

coastal, marine and Great Lakes resources to 

create a sustainable economy and environment” 
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Sea Grant’s Role 
  Sea Grant is a federal-state partnership that turns 

research into action supporting science-based, 

sustainable practices to ensure our coastal 

communities remain engines of economic growth in 

a rapidly changing world.  
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Sea Grant Legislation 
 

• Required state program match of 2:1 (33% 

of entire award) 

• 5% unmatched dollars based on criteria 

• Sea Grant Knauss fellowships – unmatched 

and no overhead allowed 
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What is Sea Grant? 
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   States 

 

     Industry 

 

   Institutions 

33 University-based 

programs 

Based at universities across the country, Sea Grant 

works to provide research and outreach that help 

build and grow innovative businesses along 

America's oceans and Great Lakes, protect against 

environmental destruction and natural disasters, 

and train the next generation of leaders.  
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Sea Grant provides research, 

education and outreach for 

decision-makers; Sea Grant is a 

bridge between government, 

academia, industry, scientists 

and citizens 

How Sea Grant Works 
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Sea Grant Programs 

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhereWeWork/SeaGrantPrograms.aspx  

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhereWeWork/SeaGrantPrograms.aspx


Sea Grant  

Return on Investment 
There is at least one dollar of state 

and local matching funds for 

every two federal dollars spent.  

 

The work Sea Grant does earns a 

750 percent return on federal 

investment, creating jobs, and 

ensuring Americans can live near, 

vacation at, and earn a living 

from our oceans and Great Lakes 

for generations to come. 
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For more performance measures and metrics:  
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/PerformanceMeasuresandMetrics.aspx  

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/PerformanceMeasuresandMetrics.aspx


Sea Grant’s Niche 
• Sea Grant provides relevant and 

timely information 
– Research based on urgent needs of 

coastal managers and residents 
– Place-based science 
 

• Sea Grant gets information to users 
– Outreach network puts research results 

to use 
 

• Sea Grant is well respected & 
consistent 
– Permanent, full-time extension agents 
– Long-term investments 
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Leadership: 

Sea Grant National Office 
 

National Sea Grant Office (NSGO): 

– Provides grants to 33 Sea Grant programs 

– Mandated to manage federal and match dollars 

– Limits costs of administration to 5% of 
appropriations 

– Oversees program evaluation via PIE process 

– Manages funding competitions  

– Manages Sea Grant Knauss and NMFS-Sea Grant 
Fellowships 

– Provides national leadership for Research, 
Education, Extension, Communication and Fiscal 
networks 
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Leadership: 
Sea Grant Advisory Board 
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The Sea Grant Advisory Board is a legislated FACA 

committee appointed by the Secretary of 

Commerce 



Leadership:  

Sea Grant Association  

• Sea Grant programs are represented by the Sea 

Grant Association (SGA) 

• SGA is a non-profit membership of universities that 

house Sea Grant programs 
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What does Sea Grant offer to NOAA and 

other Federal Agencies? 
 

• Engagement with universities –  
applied to oceans, coasts, Great Lakes 
 

• Stable national infrastructure – 
1000 university employees on the ground in every coastal 
state and territory in the U.S.  
– Draws on more than 2,500 scientists, engineers, law and 

policy specialists, public outreach experts, educators and 
students from more than 200 institutions 

 
• Support for 250-300 research projects annually –  

about 1000 graduate students and nearly 400 research FTEs 
 

• Work with over 300 industry partners and 1000 local, state, and 
regional partners 

 

14 



FY 2015 Budget   
 FY15 

Appropriation 
FY16  

Request 

Base $62.8M $61.5M * 
Aquaculture $4.5M $7.0M * 
 

STEM Education 
[included 
in base] 

[Eliminated 
from Base] 

Total $67.3M $68.5M 

*  FY16 Request – Base is level with FY15 Request, 

 Aquaculture is increased by $5M 

• Resilience research now part of base 

• Grand Challenge not included for FY15 or FY16 



Website 

16 
seagrant.noaa.gov 



Search Impacts and Projects 
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http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/SearchImpactsandAccomplishments.aspx 

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/Searchprojects.aspx  

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/SearchImpactsandAccomplishments.aspx
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/Searchprojects.aspx


Sea Grant Resiliency Toolkit 
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http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/ResilienceToolkit.aspx 



Sea Grant 

2014-2017 Strategic Plan 
National Focus Areas (2014-2017) 

 

• Resilient Communities and 

Economies 

 

• Sustainable Fisheries & Aquaculture 

 

• Healthy Coastal Ecosystems 

 

• Environmental Literacy & Workforce 

Development 

 

 

19 

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhoWeAre/StrategicPlan.aspx  

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhoWeAre/StrategicPlan.aspx


Sea Grant Regional 

Regional Research and Information Planning  

• These are regional plans – not Sea Grant plans for 
the region, not regional plans for Sea Grant 

• “Buy-in” is the key – bringing others into the process 

– Local and regional stakeholders, state 
government 

– Fishery management councils, regional observing 
associations, CZM 
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Sea Grant Social Science 
• Improve the Nation’s understanding of integrated social, economic, 

and environmental systems in our coastal areas 

• 2014-2015 Research cycle – 29 programs funded 84 social science 
research projects totaling an investment of nearly $6.5M 
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Sea Grant Performance Measures  

(one year period) 

– 6,500 Businesses created or sustained  

– 17,500 Jobs created or sustained 

– $450M Economic (market and non‐market) 

impacts derived from Sea Grant activities 

 

– Sea Grant’s ability to leverage federal funding, 

generate powerful partnerships and provide 

technical assistance to industry, enabled the 

Program to contribute this estimated benefit to 

the nation. 

Source: 2014 Annual Reports 
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Sea Grant Partnerships  

In resource-limited environments, partnerships are key to 
meeting our mission 

All levels are critical: local, state, regional, federal 

Within NOAA: NMFS, NWS, OAR, NOS, Climate Program, and 
other coastal programs and laboratories 

At the National level, some other agencies include: 

– EPA (Smart Growth, Coastal Community Development, Great Lakes 
Office) 

– Coast Guard, USFWS (Invasive species, ballast water) 

– FEMA 
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Questions? 

Phone: 301-734-1088 
 

Website: http://seagrant.noaa.gov  

 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/SeaGrant  
 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NOAA.SeaGrant  

 

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/
http://twitter.com/SeaGrant
http://www.facebook.com/NOAA.SeaGrant

